CEPT DRAFT ECC REPORT 100 ON COMPATIBILITY STUDIES
IN THE BAND 3400-3800MHz BETWEEN BROADBAND WIRELESS SYSTEMS
AND OTHER SYSTEMS AND SERVICES

Joint response from the Radio Society of Great Britain,
UK Microwave Group and Amsat-UK.

Introduction
This response is a joint one from the Radio Society of Great Britain (RSGB, www.rsgb.org.uk) and its affiliates
UK Microwave Group (UKuG, www.microwavers.org) and Amsat-UK (www.uk.amsat.org).

Comments
We would like to comment on Section-II (page-6) of the draft report and its reference to the Amateur Service.
The band 3400-3475 MHz is also allocated on a secondary basis to the Radio Amateur service in two CEPT
countries through RR No. 5.431. Due to the limited use and the status of the allocation to the amateur service,
no compatibility study was felt necessary.
The implication of the above is that a total of only two countries in CEPT have 3400MHz band allocations.
This is inaccurate and potentially misleading.
In fact three CEPT countries (UK, Germany and Bulgaria) have substantial allocations in the 3400-3500MHz
band and a significant number of other CEPT states have allocations in the 3400-3410MHz band (aligned with
ECA Footnote EU17). This data is available in published national allocation tables.
Current Amateur Service allocations are tabulated in Figure-1 and illustrated in Figure-2. The principal centre
of activity is by narrowband communications modes in the 3400-3410 segment, complemented by a
significant number of Propagation beacons as detailed in Annex-1.

Regulatory Consideration
EU17: In the sub-bands 3400-3410MHz, 5660-5670MHz, 10.36-10.37GHz, 10.45-10.46GHz the Amateur
Service operates on a secondary basis. In making assignments to other services, CEPT administrations
are requested wherever possible to maintain these sub-bands in such a way as to facilitate the
reception of amateur emissions with minimal power flux densities.

Requests
1) That the paragraph referring to the Amateur Service in Section-II is amended to clarify usage/allocations
2) That in line with this usage and the guidance in EU17 – a compatibility study for the Amateur Service is
included in Report 100, particularly for the 3400-3410MHz band.

We thank CEPT for this opportunity to comment. We would be pleased to provide additional information on
request or participate in any future discussions.
Permission is granted for a copy of this response to placed in the public domain
RSGB, UKuG & Amsat-UK, December 2006
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Figure-1: Amateur Service Allocations in the 3400 MHz Band as at November-2006
Notes:
• Poland allocation is based on EFIS website output but unconfirmed
• Permits are available to amateurs in Sweden and Switzerland
• The Amateur Satellite Service is also allocated in Denmark
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Figure-2: Countries with confirmed 3400MHz band Amateur Service Allocations
as at November-2006
Note: At time of writing, Poland was unconfirmed and Sweden is based on 2006 permits
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Annex-1: Current Amateur Service Usage
Usage by the Amateur Service is concentrated within the 3.40-3.41GHz sub-band. The European Amateur
Test & Propagation Beacon Network resides in the 3400-3401MHz range, with weak signal communications
between individual amateurs conducted at 3402MHz over ranges of typically 200-400km (with records up to
900km) – fully aligned with EU17.
Communications are largely of a CW/SSB nature, with detection thresholds increasingly assisted by
innovative signal sources, narrowband receivers and ‘Spectran’ weak signal reception software.
For information the active Amateur Service Beacons as of 27th May 2006 are listed below, courtesy of the UK
Microwave Group Beacon Monitoring Service:-
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